56         MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
the old woman's role. In that revival, my niece, Ethel Barrymore, was Suzanne, and I, Prosper.
During this engagement in the fall of 1875, Booth played Richard IL I had great pride and satisfaction, because I was on the stage with him in the last scene. It fell to me as Sir Pierce of Exton to stab him in the back, and I can remember even now my great nervousness for fear that I might actually stick this great man instead of merely pretending to stab him.
In one of the scenes Richard calls for a mirror and reads:
A brittle glory shineth in this face: As brittle as the glory is the face.
Then he throws the glass down and it is supposed to be dashed to pieces. On the first night, instead of falling flat on the stage, the mirror struck on the side and flew out into the audience. I was playing Lord Willoughby in this scene, doubling this character with Sir Pierce of Exton. No one could tell how the thing happened.
Booth's performance was touching and beautiful as this intellectual, but despondent and superstitious king. With him it was always a favorite role. It had sometimes been played by his father and Edmund Kean and Macready gave it occasionally but Richard II has on the whole been neglected in the theatre............... ^ ......... Rosencrantz
